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ideas than any other Indians. They pride themselves on their
loyalty to the Empire, which many of them have served with
distinction. They are accordingly well qualified to act as
mediators between East and West, for with all their under-
standing of the West, Eastern they are, and thoroughly Indian
in sentiment. A most disproportionate number of them have
risen to commanding positions among India's public men.
It will be enough to mention one name, that of India's
'Grand Old Man', Dadabhai Naoroji, who a generation ago
was sitting in the House of Commons as the first repre-
sentative of our Eastern Empire, and now is spending1 the
hale, quiet eventide of his ninety years in the pretty bungalow
on the coast north of Bombay. Among the dead, none
deserves grateful memory more than B. M. Malabari, gentlest
and kindliest of souls, fearless in every battle for the weak,
and wise beyond any of India's reformers in realizing what
she needs most of all. Side by side with these may be
remembered the merchant princes whose benefactions impress
Parsi names on people who find it difficult to pronounce
them. The Imperial Institute in South Kensington has a
Sir Cowasji Jehangir Hall. The same name is borne by the
magnificent Convocation Hall of Bombay University. A people
with whom public munificence is a traditional principle, the
Parsis have stamped their character on the institutions of
many towns in India. Among themselves their charity is
noble. No Parsi is allowed to be really in want. Funds
for the sick and for the blind and otherwise incapacitated,
fine hospitals in which their poor can be treated, and doles
of five rupees a month to indigent Parsis, are among the
provision they make for their own people. Somewhat under
threepence a day does not sound very much like opulence, but
in India it is sufficient for a livelihood. When a big Parsi
employer of labour tried to get men of his own community
to work he found that they would rather do nothing for
five rupees a month than work for large wages. Human
1 Died July I, 1917, after this work went to press.